
Starter Kit
sensory playsensory play

Ocean • Barnyard • Insect • Gardening

Bring the wonders of the ocean, the excitement of the farm,
the curiosity of bug hunting, and the joy of gardening right

into your child’s hands, simple sensory fun for preschoolers at
home or in the classroom.

easy bin ideas



Ocean Dive

Materials:

Blue water (add a drop of food coloring to
water) OR blue dyed rice
Plastic ocean animals or fish toys
Small cups, spoons, or tongs

“can you count how many fish you
catch?”
“Which animals swim and which
crawl?”
“What kind of home could we make
for the animals in the ocean?”

Learning Prompts:

Invite the child to scoop, pour, and rescue sea
creatures from the “ocean.” Encourage them to
narrate what they’re doing and the sounds the

animals make.

Skills:  Fine motor control, language
development, early science

(sink/float).
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B a r n y a r d

Materials:

Dry corn kernels
Small farm animals (cows, pigs, chickens, etc.)
Toy tractors
Mini fences or building blocks to create
enclosures

“Can you group the animals by type?”
“What sounds do they make?”
“What do you think happens on the farm during
the day?”
“Where do you think each animal should sleep
on the farm?”

Learning Prompts:

Invite the child to scoop, pour, and move
animals around the “farm.” Encourage them to
narrate what the animals are doing and the

sounds they make.

Skills:  Storytelling and imaginative
play, sorting and categorization, fine

motor skills, and vocabulary building.
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G a r d e n i n g

Materials:
Dry black beans (as “soil”)
Small plastic flowers or artificial greenery
Mini flowerpots or cups
Child-safe scoops and spoons

“Can you sort the flowers by color?”
“What do plants need to grow?”
“Can you make a pattern with the flowers?”
“Can you line the flowers up from tallest to
shortest?”
“Where should we put each flower so they all
get enough sunlight?”

Learning Prompts:

Invite the child to scoop “soil” into pots, plant
flowers, and arrange their own garden.

Encourage them to talk about the colors,
sizes, and types of flowers they are “growing.”

Skills:  Fine motor skills and hand–eye
coordination, color recognition and patterning,
early science concepts (plant needs), language
and vocabulary development
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I n s e c t s

Materials:
Dry green split peas or shredded green paper
(as “grass”)
Plastic insects (ladybugs, ants, butterflies,
beetles, etc.)
Small magnifying glass
Tweezers or tongs
Mini containers or jars for “collecting”

“Can you sort the bugs by how many legs they
have?”
“Which insects can fly and which stay on the
ground?”
“Can you line the insects up from smallest to
largest?”

Learning Prompts:

Invite the child to search through the grass to
find and collect bugs. Encourage them to

describe each insect’s color, shape, and how it
might move in real life.

Skills:  Observation and classification, fine
motor skills (using tweezers, grasping),
counting and size comparison, vocabulary
expansion (insect names and traits)

Sensory Bin


